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Abstraet

The measurement of steady high pressures in a fluid
system with the highest accuracy demands the use of pressure
balances (free piston gauges) of aceurately known elfective
areas. This requires a precise knowledge of the way in which
the effective arcas of the piston-cylinder assemblies concerned
vary due to the clastic distortion caused by the applied pres-
sure.

Two methods which have been directed to the solution of
this problem are described. The first depends on a prineiple of
similarity as applied to the deformations of two assemblies of
the same general dimensions but constructed of materials
having substantially different elastic moduli. The second
method makes use of measurements of the flow characteristics
of the pressure transmitting fluid using two pistons having a
known difference of diameter.

The distortion factors arc shown to be representable as
linear functions of the pressure, so that the effective area at
pressure P is connected with that at zero pressure by expres-
sions of the form

dp = 4do (1 + 2P)

where Z may be termed the distortion coefficient.
The final accuracy of the measured distortion coefficients
is about = 29, which corresponds to an uncertainty in effec-

tive arca of about "+ 1 part in 10° at 1000 bars increasing in
proportion to the pressure at higher pressures.
Some aspects of the practical calibration of pressure balan-

ces, carried out by direct balancing against assemblies cali-
brated by the methods described, are considered.

1. Introduction

The rapid development of high pressure techniques

in the last few decades has given rise to considerably
increased interest in the accurate measurement of
hich pressures, both in fundamental plysies and
chemistry and in the many  associated  industrial
applications, In many thermodynamic studies, as for
example the pressure-volume-temperature relations
vk vivial coellicients of gases, the Joule-Thomson
citeet and the measurement of vapour pressurves, the
frmands onaccuraey are severe. Nevertheless until
e recently progress in high pressure measurement
was much retarded compared with the measurement
the ather thermodynamie variables, temperature
vvlime, and it is only within the last few years
“oe notable advance has been achieved. The
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object of this paper is to present an up-to-date account
of some recent developments at the National Physical
Laboratory which have contributed to these improve-
ments. The discussion is restricted to the case of
steady pressures.

There are two quite independent basic methods by which
pressures may, in principle, be measured or established, with
precision, or by which other pressure-measuring equipment
may be calibrated. The first, usually represented in practice by
the mercury manometer or some extension of it, determines a
pressure in terms of the height of a column of liquid of known
density under known conditions of gravity. In the second
method, pressure is measured directly in terms of the force
exerted on a surface of known area. In practice this reduces to
the use of the pressure balance, or free piston gauge, in which
the force due to the pressure-transmitting fluid acting on the
base of a cylindrical piston, free to move in an accurately
matched cylinder, is balanced by a known downard force
derived from calibrated masses suitably supported on the
piston. The calibration of the instrument is expressed by
stating the “effective area” of the piston-cylinder assembly,

and owing to the distortion caused by the applied forces this -

quantity may be expected to vary with pressure.

In the high pressure region proper, however, the pressure
balance is virtually the only instrument in the field for prac-
tical pressure measurement of the highest accuracy, as high
pressure varigits of the mercury manometer are very difficult
to operate even for fundamental calibration purposes. Two
problems therefore present themselves:

(i) the establishment of the effective areas of suitable
piston-cylinder assemblies in absolute terms at low pressures;

(ii) the determination of the changes of effective area at
higher pressures due to the distortion of the assemblies result-
ing from the applied pressure.

With regard to (i) details are being dealt with in other
publications and we shall only summarize the present position.
In the more restricted field of barometric pressure the National
Physical Laboratory has for many years maintained standards
based on the mercury manometer and reaching an accuracy
of a few microbars (Sears & Crarx 1933; Erriort, WILSON,
MasoN & Brae 1960). Recent work has shown that the effective
arcas of piston-cylinder assemblies based on comparison with
a mercury manometer of a few atm range, and those calculated
dircetly from diametral measurements on the components,
are in agreement to within gbout.l part in 10° (Dapsox 1055,
1958). ———

The elastic distortion effect (ii) was for a long time consi-
dered to be a fundamental difficulty in the use of the pressure
balance as an independent primary standard, but this situa-
tion has now been completely altered with the development
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of methads by which the dependence of effective area upon
pressure may be determined with considerable acceuraey. The
present paper deals in detail with two independent methods,
ternmied the “similarity™ and “How™ methods, recently deve-
loped at the National Physieal Laboratory for this purpose.

Several carly avtempts to measure these distortion effects
by the use of high pressure mereury manometers of various
forms led to very inconsistent conclusions as to the order of
magnitude of the effects to be expected (Honnory & Sciunze
1915; CroavieniN & Syip 1915; Keves & Dewey 1927;
Mevers & Jussee 19315 Bearne & Epen 1931). Micuins
(1923, 1924, 1932) has discussed applications to the differential
type of piston-cylinder assembly. The most recent, and by far
the most comprehensive, investigation of this kind is that of
Nuwire and hig collengues, using a 9-m pressurised differentinl
mercury manometer installed at the huperial College of Science
and Technology (Bwrr, Haves & Newrrr 1954; Berr &
Newrrr 1963). The measurements, covering a range up to
700 bars*, were difficult, and the resulting distortion factors
for six pressure balance assemblies of similar design varied
among themselves by much more than would be expected
from their construction. It secems that more extensive data
will be necessary before a final assessment of the high pressure
mercury column can be made. Roesuek & Cram (1937) and
Roepuek & Tusur (1954) have dealt with a recent develop-
ment of the multiple-column type of mercury manometer
covering the range up to about 200 bars.

The distortion crrovs of the *“‘controlled-clearance” type
of pressure balance used at the National Burcau of Standards.
Washington, have been considered by Jonxson & NuwiaLL
(1953) and by Jonxsox, Cross, HiLn & Bowsax (1957); (sce
also Bunyerr & Vopar 1963). It is hoped that the results of
direct comparisons between the methods of calibration deve-
loped at the NBS and the NPL may be available in the near
future. Accounts of the distortion errors of various designs of
piston-cylinder assemblies from the point of view of clastic
theory have also been published by Znoxovskir (1960).
SavoiLov (1960), Bverr (1935, 1949, 1951) and Toyvosawa
1963, 1964). These authors, however, give primary attention
to the establishment of the distortion factors by calculation
rather than by experiment. The present paper, on the other
hand, describes direct experimental methods which are inde-
pendent of other pressure standards, and practically indepen-
dent of detailed elastic theory, to which appeal is made only
in the caleulation of small correction terms.

2. Formal Theoretical Basis
a) General

As a basis for discussion of the methods described
in this paper it is useful to develop a number of formal
expressions for the changes of effective area of a
piston-cylinder assembly consequent on the distortion
due to the applied pressure. Initially, these formulae
will not involve any assumption as to the form of
distortion; later, however, the results of introducing
certain siniplifying assumptions will be examined.
Unless otherwise stated, it is assumed only that the
piston and cylinder are initially straight and coaxial,
that there is circular symmetry in all planes perpen-
dicular to the axis, and that the pressure transmitting
fluid in the interspace flows in accordance with the
normal laws of viscosity.

The essential features of the system are shown
diagrammatically in Fig. 1. The upward force due to
the fluid pressure P applied to the base of the piston,
corrected for the forces due to the pressure and
movement of the fluid in the gap between the piston
and cylinder, is balanced by the total downward foree
due to the load, . We denote by » and R the radii
of the undistorted piston and cylinder respectively,
w(x) and U(x) the increases in these radii for a total
applied pressure P, p(x) the pressure in the interspace,
and 2 A(c) the radial separation, at the axial distance

* 1 bar = 10® dyn/om? = 105N/m?.
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« measured from the lower end of the piston, I the

total length of engagement, Ap the effective area of

the system at the applied pressure P, and write
R —r=2H, where all of H, h, w and U uare very
small compared with ». 22 and p are always to be inter-
preted as the amount by which the actual pressure in
the system exceeds the ambient pressure — normally
atmospheric — to which the balance is exposed, and
the effective area as a factor of dimensions L* which.
when multiplied into the total applied pressure, gives
the total downward force provided by the load which
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Tig. 1. Diagrammatic sketeh of piston-cylinder assembly (clearance shown
greatly exaggerated), —— Undistorted houndaries of piston and eylinder,
- - = Distoried boundaries of piston and eylinder

is recquired to maintain the piston in equilibrium. For
small applied pressures when distortion is negligible,
we have from elementary considerations,

Ay =m2 (1 + 2 Hfr) (2.1)

e
neglecting second and higher-order terms in 2 Hjr, a
where 4, is the effective arca at zero pressure. iéu
To obtain the more general formulae when dis- ir
tortion is present we note that the fluid forces acting aj
on the piston have the following components: t
a) upward force due to applied pressure on base of th
piston ; W:(-
Prer? [1 + 2 w(0)/r] ; he
b) upward force due to fluid friction on flanks of f",
piston ‘ P 1‘2‘
27:7'{(—7;—2) & ay
dx rey
0
1 { ll[
d(ph) p [dU du ug
=9 L e LA [ PR i .
—..JWJ[ & T2 dx dx -

: < fo
c¢) upward force due to vertical component of ap- ofl
plied pressure on flanks of piston sph
! bl

2 mr {p—dl o d tio

| dx ‘
0 ha}

Thus the total upward force acting on the piston is sit)
l i'm:'

C[  d(ph) ela

Prr?[1 + 2u(0)/r] + 2 7r l l———f—- - ;
T+ B0 ) | =S )
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The formula for the effective area is now
fi J(0) +
Ap=ar? i (L+21[r) + 4L :*71(9
=
ot dl du
o e L o 9 9
* #iP s 1’((1.;' i (l.x:)d't} 2-2)
0

of which expression (2.1) is a special case with 7 and
w zero. We may evidently obtain (2.2) more directly
by visualising the ncutral surface as the effective
boundary of the piston in which case the frictional
force corresponding to b) above vanishes and wo are
left simply with the pressure forces acting on the
effective boundaries of the piston. We also have the
equivalent form

Ap=ar [1 +2u(0)fr +

/4
+ ([ —n & ot [p 2 ~d.:c)] (2.3)
i 0
l

which is convenient for use when the integralj‘ —h
0

)

Ip i . i 5
il% dx (nrJ h dp) is of interest, as is the case, for
w.r

example, when the flow method (section 5) is conside-
red.
b) The effects of special asswmptions

The problem of calculating the actual changes of
effective arca of practical designs of piston-cylinder
assembly, on the basis of the above general formulae,
is complicated. It would be necessary to know the
interrelated quantities w, U and p as functions of z,
and since the pressure gradient dp/dx is governed by
the normal equation of viscous flow (see equation 5.1),
the pressure dependence of the coefficient of viscosity
would also need to be taken into account. It is not,
however, the aim of the present paper to attempt such
calculations, but rather to describe direct experimen-
tal methods for the accurate determination of the
distortion factors with the minimum of assumptions
regarding the detailed behaviour of the system. We
therefore consider only certain special cases which are
useful in the applications which follow.

A useful approximation may be derived from the
foregoing equations by assuming that the component
of u(x) or U(x) due to the fluid pressure in the inter-
space between piston and eylinder may be taken to
be proportional to the pressure p(a) at the same posi-
tion. The relevant terms in the integrals on the right
hind side then become integrable without the neces-
sity foe any turther knowledge of the actual funetional
forms of w(x), Ux) or p(x). There is fair support from
clastic theory for this assumption, more especially in
the case of the solid cylinder in which the length is
large compared with its radius, a condition which
applies to the pistons of most pressure balanco assem-

blies other than those catering for only a low range of
pressure. Crrise (1889, 1901) has given polynomial
solutions for the equilibrium of a finite solid cylinder
for cases in which the lateral pressure is cither a
linear or quadratic function of the axial co-ordinate.
The conditions are satisfied by functions wu(x) and
p(x) which are accurately proportional, provided the
normal tractions over the flat ends, instead of being
identically zero, are assumed only to average to zero.
3y Saint-Venant’s principle, however, the effect of
this disturbance will be appreciable for only a short
distance from each end, and may be neglected if the
ratio of length to radius is considerable. The constant
of proportionality is the same as in the case of uniform
pressure on a solid eylinder of infinite length. IFrrox
(1902) has obtained solutions for pressure distribu-
tions expressed in series of trigonometric functions of
@ which lead to a similar result provided the wave-
lengths involved are fairly large compared with the
radius. The effeets of discontinuous pressure distribu-
tions, or narrow bands of applied pressure, have also
been discussed (BarroN 1941 ; RaNkan 1044 ; TrRANTER
& Cracas 1947), with the general result that even the
cffects of discontinuities are largely lost at an axial
distance of only about half the radius. If, therefore,
the pressure changes along the length of the assembly
are reasonably smooth, no great error is likely to be
incurred by applying this assumption to the piston of
the assembly. Taking into account the additional
change of radius due to the end thrust on the piston,
it is easily shown that the relevant terms involving
on the right hand side of equation (2.2) reduce to
P (3 0 — 1)2 E where /] and o are respectively Young’s
modulus and Poisson’s ratio, so that we now have,
using also (2.1),

v
dx

PBo-1) U(0) 1 fp

Ap=A0[1+ o+ T -dx].
0

(2.4)
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Another useful form, obtained directly from (2.3), is N
% P e
Ap=m2[1 T L e jhd ] . (2.8
0

The application of a similar assumption to deal
with the effects of internal pressure in a hollow cylin-
der with thick walls is less secure. CHREE (1901) has
given a corresponding solution with U(x) and p(x)
proportional for the case where p(x) is a linear func-
tion of z, but its validity would depend on the condi-
tions assumed at the ends. The case of a discontinuous
distribution of pressure has been ¢onsidered briefly by
TRANTER (1946). In the ideal case of a cylinder whose
length is large compared with its radius and wall
thickness, where the working section is removed some
distance from the points of attachment of the ends,
and the pressure distribution is reasonably smooth,
a useful approximation may result. Proceeding from
equation (2.4), and taking for definiteness the case
where the eylinder walls are not subjected to longitu-
dinal stress, we then obtain (Love 1952), denoting by
L' the outer radius of the eylinder,

s P [(1+ o) B4 (1-0) 1%]|
dp=d, {1 +yg Be—1) +35 I J
(piston) (eylinder)
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or; combining the distortion terms, S o
e
R?

: "(1-1—-"ﬁ ] 2.6
afie e )] e
[ the.limiting case with R'[R effectively infinite

this reduces to the simple expression
9
A Ay (1 RS P)

Equations (2.4) to (2.7) are a useful basis for the
development of certain small correction terms which
arise in the theory of the similarity and flow methods.

2.7)

3. The Similarity Method

a) Principle of the method
In normal practice the assemblies for which cali-
brations are principally required are constructed of
stecel. The principle adopted in the similarity method
is first to determine the ratio of the effective area of the
steel piston-cylinder assembly of given type, at a
series of pressuves, to that of a precisely similar
assembly constructed of a material having a substan-
tially different elastic modulus. This procedure deter-
mines the difference between the distortion factors of
the two assemblies as a function of pressure. A second
relation — the quotient of the two distortion factors —
is obtained from measurements of the elastic moduli
of the two materials. The combination of these results
then allows the distortion factor of each assembly to
be derived, as a function of pressure, in absolute terms.

b) Ideal theoiy of the similarity method

In its ideal form the similarity method is extremely
simple, and involves no assumption regarding the
form of distortion of the assembly when under pressure.
In the ideal situation the two materials are regarded
as clastically isotropie, with linear stress-strain rela-
tionships and identical Poisson’s ratios over the
range of stress involved. The two assemblies are assu-
med to be constructed to the same principal dimen-
sions and to have accurately straight and circular
pistons and cylinder bores. Ideally, the initial radial
separations between the components of the two
assemblies should be in inverse ratio to their -elastic
moduli, although it is found in practice that this
condition is not critical. These conditions ensure that,
as the distortion changes with increasing pressure, the
annular channels between piston and cylinder will
remain similar in form and that consequently the
pressure distributions along the lengths of the channels
will always remain the same for the same total applied
pressure.

If these assumptions are realised the distortion
terms in the expressions for the effective areas will
remain in a fixed numerical ratio as the pressure is
varied. In other words the effective arcas Ap and Bp
of the two assemblics at the applied pressure £ may
be written in the form,

Ap = Ay[1 +24f(P)]; Bp = By[1 - Apf(P (3.1)

where A4, Ap are constants in inverse ratio to the
clastic moduli, and f () is a function of the applied
pressure of which the form is unknown but is the same
in both cascs. Bearing in mind that the distortion
terms are normally very small compared with unity,
the ratio of the arcas may be expressed in the form

Dev vlopmvnlq in flm Ac cumto Measurement of High Pressures
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A A
el By L+ Aa—An)[(P)]
and writing ).B=kl,1, where % is a constant, we

obtain
Ap A "
73& = B—: [1+ (1 —k)Aaf(P)]

The ratio Ap/Bp, and consequently the function
(1 - k&) Aaf(P), may be determined easily and with
high precision by simply measuring the loads on the
two pistons when the assemblies are balanced against
one another and in equilibrium at the same pressure,
and carrying out this procedure at a series of pressures
over the appropriate range. The, quotient, k, of the
elastic moduli may be determined by the standard
methods for the measurement of elastic constants. It
is clear that in the ideal conditions postulated these
two procedures suffice to establish the values of the
distortion terms A4 f(P) and Ap f(P) to an accuracy
limited only by the sensitivity of the balancing process

and the precision to which the elastic constants are
known. I ger itis found to be the second factor

Tﬂﬁmventually limits the accuracy attainable, and
toobtain the bes

substantially W
—Htis—of particular interest that the lhcolorflcal

properties of the pressure transmitting fluid — e.
dependence of coefficient of viscosity upon pressme —
are entirely eliminated in the similarity procedure.

In order to simplify further discussion it is useful
at this point to anticipate one practical result of the
investigation, viz. that in most cases the distortion is
very closely represented by a linear function of the
applied pressure so that we may normally replace
f(P) by P, when the quantities 14 and Ap may be
regarded simply as pressure coefficients having the
dimensions (pressure)~l. Thus we may write instead
of (3.1), Ap= A, (1 + A4P) etec., in all but excep-
tional cases.

(3.3)

¢) Bffect of departures from the ideal conditions

It would be a somewhat fortunate coincidence if
the ideal assumptions were completely realised in a
pair of actual metals having a sufficiently large ratio
of elastic moduli, and also adequate tensile strengths,
to justify their use in practice, and it is necessary to
consider to what extent minor departures may be
tolerated, or whether reliable correction terms can be
developed. Materials showing appreciable -eclastic
anisotropy are hardly worth consideration owing to the
greatly increased complexity of the distortion of the
system, and the labour of determining the complete
set of elastic constants over a wide range of siress.
Again, a pronounced departure from a lincar stress-
strain relation would introduce awkward complica-
tions; small departures may be tolerable, subject to a
corresponding uncertainty in the value of the clastic
modulus. In the case of a moderate difference in the
values of the Poisson’s ratios, however, it is not
difficult to formulate a correction term. This is small
and need only be evaluated approximately. For this
purpose we make use of the formula (2.4), and express
the distortion coefficients in the form A4 = 0,1 + ¢4. .-
where

O0a= B ow—D2Ew .. (3:4)

and @4 is that part of 24 which is explicitly dependent
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on the deformation of the eylinder. As the ratio R'[R
is fairly large in the actual cases considered, the main
term expressing the eylinder distortion is proportional
to (L o)/8, i.c. to 1/¢ where ¢ is the modulus of
rigidity.

Interpreting & as the quotient of the two moduli of
rigidity. we now have

ht —rp=qa—qp+ 04— 0p
= (L — k) ga + 04— OB
= {1 — kY &y = (K04 = On) (3.5)

determining A4 in terms of the difference cocefficient
/a4 — Ap established by the balancing procedure, the
value ol &, and the correction term (k04 — 0p).

d) Eetension to the use of three materials

In the first series of experiments the material
adopted for the comparison assemblies was a form of
aluminium bronze, known commercially as “hydurax”,
the modulus of rigidity of
which was lower than that

the distortion coefficient of the assembly chosen, i. e.
S, without any appeal to the elastic constants of the
material of S. These three derivations are not entirely
independent but, since the six independent eclastic
moduli involve five independent ratios, no one result
is in general deducible from the other two. Proceeding
on the lines of equation (3.5) and denoting by 4s ...
the true values of the distortion coefficients, (/g ...
the moduli of rigidity, 0g ... the corresponding
correction terms given by equation (3.4), Asp (=
As — Ap) ... the difference coefficients determined by
the balancing experiments, and kgp = (g/Gs. .., we
have for the three possible experimental values, Ag,
Ag and Ay, of Ag, the equations

Ag (ks — 1) = Aps — Op + kps O (3.6)
2g (krs — 1) = Aps — Op + ks Os (3.7)

for the direct comparisons, and for the indirect

Table 1. Summary of elastic constants

of steel in the ratio 1:1.44.

Modulus of rigidity ((7)

Young's modulus (#)

e TR i { L .
The Poisson’s ratio was (dyn/em?®)* (dyn/cm?*)* Poisson’s
rather higher than that of Slanssmaisn. | ratio (@)
steel (see Tab. 1 for further Material Torsion | Ultrasonic method Ultrasonic (Ult.mlsomc
details). 1t was apparent extensometer pulse (mean of results pulse p“l“‘*d
that a check involving a method method for tension and method method)
| .

: X e compression

third  material, differing ' progion)

substantially inelastic prop-  geel ,(KVJV))
erties from those used hith-  (harderied
erto, would provide a valu- ‘apdtempered)

able test of the accuracy of  A\juminium

7.86 x 10" [ 7.92 x 10" | 20.6 x 10" |20.5 x 10" [ 0.295

the similavity method. An bhronze 545 x 10" | 538 x 10" | 14.4; x 104 | 14.3; x ‘10" 0.333

even better check would — (“hydurax”)
: Tungsten alloy
completely independent  (*GEC heavy
pairof materials. This latter metal” —
extension hasnotso farbeen Specific gravity
= 18)
found practicable as the
choice of materials possess- * 1 dynfem?® = 0.1 N/m?.
ing all the qualities requi-
red is limited. It has been found possible, however, to
extend the procedure to include three materials, the
third being an alloy of tungsten known commercially
as “GEC Heavy Metal”. This material proved to have
a high degree of isotropy and a Poisson’s ratio very
close to that of the material used for the steel assem-
blies. The elastic moduli exceed those of steel in about
the ratio 1.75:1 and it was of advantage that in this
case the comparison should involve a material having
a modulus higher than that of steel in contrast to the
former comparisons in which the reverse heid.

In discussing this extension of the method it will
be convenient to refer to the steel, bronze and tungsten
asseinblies by the initial letters S, Band T respectively.
With w croup of three materials, the distortion coclfi-
clent ol any one assendhly, say S, may be reached by
three dillerent rontes, two ol them direct, io,

mvolving dircet comparisons with the other two
assemblies 2 and 7' - and the other indireet. In the
dier procedure the distortion cocefficient of one of
the other two assemblies, say 77, is first determined
by applying the similarity principle to B and 7', and
Hiecoellicient for N is then obtained by simple addi-
Hon of the ditlerence coefficient for S and 7', 1t is of
Hterest o note that the indireet procedure leads to

-
)

13.5, x 108 | 14.2, x 10" | 364 x 10" | 36.7 x 10" 0.286,

Ag (kpr — 1) = App — Op + kpr Op + Asr (kpr — 1).

(3.8)

Transposing these equations and making use of
the subsidiary relations

kpsksp=1...; kpsksrkrp=1;
Aps=—Asp ... ; Aps+adsyr+Arg=0;
Al
we eventually obtain
(As — 4s) (1 — ksp) = (A — Ag) (ksz — 1).  (3.10)

Since (1 — ksp) and (ksp — 1) are both positive it
easily follows from this equation that the three values
Ag Ag and Ag must either be all equal or all unequal,
and that the indirect value Ag" must be intermediate
between the two direet values, whatover the nature of
the experimental orvors®, Tho practical significanco ol
various possible orvors is oxaminod in moro dotail in
section <k b).

¢) Determination of elastic constants

The clastic constants utilised in the investigation were
moasured in tho Strength of Materials Seetion of the Basic

* Wo ignoro cases where eithor Asg or kse is so close to
unity that experimental errors might causo a chango of sign
of (L-ksu) or (ksr-1) sinee such conditions would not be accep-
table as a basis for the similarity method.

(3.9)

-
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Physies Division of the National Physical Laberatory, and
included results obtained by the ultrasonie pulse method
(Mariitay 1957) as well as by the standard static methods
siving the stress-strain relations over a wide range of stress.
Young's modulus was measured both in tension and compres-
sion using a Martens type rhomb and mirror extensometer.
The modulus of rigidity was determined by means of an NPL
design of torsion extensometer in which readings were taken
cither with an autocollimator or with the normal arrangement
of seale and telescopes.

Precautions were taken to ensure that the samples used
for the preparation of test picees were sulliciently represen-
tative of the material used in the piston-cylinder assemblics.
Wherever possible they were selected from the same picee or
bateh of materinl. In cases where this was impracticable,
material of similar composition was used, carve being taken
that any heat treatments involved were adequately repro-
duced. A study by Browns, Coni & Markiras (1957) on the
eficets of heat treatment and tompering on the elastic moduli
ol the steels concerned illustrates the significanco of these
affvets,

The remults o (he clstic modulus measurements are
sunimarised i Taly 1o On the whole the agarecment hebween
the ulteasonic and static methods is good, tho diserepancies
rarely exceeding 1 oor 290, 16 scemed desivablo, however, to
decide on o consistent basis for the choice of the actual values
to be adopted in practice, especially as regards the values of
¢ and ¢ which are particularly important in the applications
to the similarity method. It was decided, after consultation
with experts in the field of clastic properties, to proceed as
follows:

i) For the modulus of rigidity, to adopt the static values
taken over a wide range of stress, as being those most likely
to be representative of the conditions obtaining in practice
wlien the system is subjected to sustained forces. 1t is pertinent
to note that as we are interested only in the ratio of the values
of ( for a pair of materials, certain types of systematic error in
the clastic measurements will be eliminated.

ii) For Poisson’s ratio, to adopt the values obtained by the
ultrasonic method in which this quantity is given directly in
terms of the observed wave velocities. This value is likely to
be considerably more accurate than one derived indirectly
from static measurements of 77 and @ since, as these are deter-
mined by different experimental procedures, their ratio may
be subject to a systematic error. Since /G = 2 (1 + o) and ¢
is normally intermediate between 1/3 and 1/4, any error in
)¢ would entail an error proportionately 4 or 5 times larger
in ¢. It may be noted, however, that even if the actual value
of B/G were somewhat in error the relation between the loads
and displacements would still help to show up any important
variation in o over the range of stress, so that the static results
provide useful evidence on this point.

The ultrasonic measurements provide direct information
on the eclatic isotropy of the material. This was found to be
satisfactory in the case of all three materials considered in
this investigation.

The relations between displacement and applied force
given by the extensometer measurements showed a satis-
factory degree of lincarity, and freedom from important
hysteresis effects, with the exception of the tungsten alloy at
high stresses. When tested under the condition of a rising
serics of values of stress, this material exhibited departures
from lincarity, principally for stresses above about 1600 bars
(1.6 x 10% N/m®), which seemed consistent with some degree
of plastic deformation. Series taken in descending order of
stress, however, showed a much closer approximation to linear
behiaviour, indicating a modulus reasonably consistent with
that obtaining over the lower range of stress, i. e. before the
appearance of the anomalous permanent set. This point is
further discussed in the next seetion, where a variation of the
balaneing  procedure used in the similarity method, to take
account of this anomaly. is described.

1) Lo perimental method
As preyiously remarked, the efivctive areas of the piston-
evlinder assemblies of the two ditlerent materials have been
compared by direet balancing on a common pressure system
as this is the most convenient method assuming that two
complste pressure balances are available*.

* 1t should be noted: that the balancing process is not in
itself fundameuntal to the similarity procedure. The essential
condition is that the equilibrating loads ou the two assomblics

For the purposes of the present work the equilibrium state
of a piston-cylinder assembly is defined to be that in which the
piston is falling at such a rate as exactly to compensate for the
volume of fluid lost by the natural leakage through the inter-
space between the piston and cylinder. In the case of two
assemblies balanced against one another, these conditions
imply that there is no movement of fluid through the connec-
ting line. Leaks in other parts of the system must of course be
carcfully controlled if these equilibrium conditions arc to he
reproduced unambiguously. The accuracy of the balancing
process is normally of the_order of a few parts in 108

The dependence of the elfective aren on temperature has
been found to be adequately represented by the arca cocfficient
of thermal dilatation which, in the case of steel assemblics,
amounts to a change of about 2.3 parts in 107/ “C. The

temperatures of the piston-cylinder assemblies were measured
! o —
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Tig. 2. Diagrams of piston-cylinder assemblies (Scale of cm)

Some obvious small corrections to the loads on the two
assemblies may be necessary to account for:

1) any difference of level of the two pistons;

i) buoyancy effects due to any submerged portions of the
piston of other than the working diameter;

iii) surface tension at the meniscus at the upper end of the
piston.

Since the comparison is between assemblies of the same
nominal dimensions, the corrections involved in ii) and iii) will
normally cancel out, or nearly so.

Two rather different types of piston-cylinder assembly
have been used in the present work, and these are shown
diagrammatically in Fig. 2, a) and b). Units of type a) have
been used over the range of pressure up to about 3000 bars,
the assemblies having nominal effective areas of 0.05, 0.02
and 0.01 in®* and differing only in the diameter of the piston
and cylinder bore. The units of type b), which have been used
mainly for the higher part of the pressure range — i.e. from
about 1500 to 6000 bars — were of nominal area 0.005 in?*,

The piston-cylinder units of type a) are attached to the
support column by screwing into a collar shown in outline in
Fig. 2, the pressure seal being effected between an annular
projection at the base of the assembly and a flat shelf at the
upper end of the column. In order to avoid any possibility of
anomalous effects due to a discontinuity in the clastic modulus
at the junction, the support column used in association with
any particular assembly was constructed of the same material
as the assembly itself. In the units of type b) the housing, also
shown in Fig. 2, was rather different. The main cylinder block
should be determined for eractly the same pressure. It would
be possible, though more difficult, to do this by determining
the load on each assembly separately when exposed to an
aceurately reproducible pressure identified, for example. by a
phase transition of a pure substance. If two complete balances
were not available it might well be necessary to resort to some
such method.

* The approximato metric equivalents are:

0.05 in? = 0.322 om?; 0.02 in? = 0,129 em?;
0.01 in® = 0.0645 em?; 0,005 in? = 0.0322 em?®.
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was held with a tight press fit in an outer jacket and, to
investigate the effect of the latter, tests were made both with
the outer jacket of the comparison assembly of the same
material (tungsten) as the inner block, and also with a jacket
of high tensile steel. These two arrangements showed no
appreciable difference as regards the distortion factor.

Al diametral measurements required on the pistons and
cvlinders were carried out in the Engineering Metrology Sec-
tion of the Standards Division of the National Physical ‘Labo-
ratory by dircet comparison with high quality ahp gauges,
the sizes of which are known to about 1078 in ( -£0.025 gm)
(NPL Anne Rep. 1919: Tavierson 1955),

The main pare of the load on the piston was applied in the
familiar manner by annular masses stacked on a eylindrical
carrier of the overhang type supported on the upper end of the
piston by a steel ball, In order to minimise friction the assem-
blies were always operated with the piston and Joad system in
free votation, The speed of rotation is not in general eritical
for assemblies of the types used in the plvwnL measurements
hut for definiteness a speed in the range 30 — 40 rev/min was
normally adopted,  Piston-eylinder assemblics occasionally
exhibit anomalous effects dne to small helical errors on the
piston surfince - often referred {0 as “corkserewing” — which
have the effect of adding a spurious component. — positive or
necative according to the dircetion of rotation — to the load.
These effeets are easily identified and in order to eliminate
them measurements were always made using both directions
rotation. and the mean % Y ssembly
showing o considerable degree ol asynimretry of this kind
would have been rejected as unsuitable for measurements of
the acenracy and reproducibility necessary for the present
work.

In carryving out the balancing experiments the fall of the
pistons was observed cither by the use of optical magnification,
or cleetronically using a capacitance method.

The normal practice in taking observalions over any given
1iwe ol pressure was first to take a series in rising order of
pressure and to follow this as soon as possible by a repeat in
descending ovder. In general these series showed no systematic
divergence and hysteresis effects were negligible. There was,
however, one exception to this rule. ‘applying to comparisons
involving the tungsten base material at pressures above about
3000 baes. In this case the rising series of points over the upper
purt of the pressure range showed a tendency to curve away
from the initial atmwht line in the sense of an abnormally
large increase in area on the part of the tungsten assembly.
This abnormal component of the deformation recovered only
very slowly on removal of the pressure, and it was found that
if. after exposure to the maximum pressure, a relatively rapid
series of readings was taken in descending order, these approxi-
mated well to a straight line which, morecover, was sensibly
parallel to the initial portion where hysteresis was not appre-
ciable. As already pointed out, the elastic constant measure-
ments on the tungsten base alloy showed very similar charac-
teristics, with anelastic effects over the higher ranges of stress
but providing reasonably consistent values of the eclastic
modulus fron the series of readings taken with diminishing
Howas considered justilinble. therefore, to regard the
deseending series as being faicly representative of the elastic
Liehaviowr of these assemblies, inoso Tar as (his enters into the
sinilarvity procedures One this basis measurements with the
steel and tungsten assemblies were extended up to the region
af 6000 bars. The practicability of using some more recently
developed alloys of high modulus is being considered for
possible further extensions of the method.

4. Results of the Similarity Method

a) Measwrements involving two materials for the range
wp to 3000 bars

rau

SUress,

Some account of the earliecr measurements in this
series has been given in two former papers (DADSON
1955, 1958) but for completeness the main features
are summarised below.

Rig. 3 illustrates the results obtained with a series
of piston-eylinder assemblies of type a) — Tig. 2 —
vovertng three different ranges of pressure. The chan-
ves in effective arca are shown as parts in 10° of the
are at zero pressure, and in two cases results are
given for different transmitting fluids.

As was mentioned earlier the distortion factors for
assemblies of this type may be very closely represen-
ted as linear functions of the applied pressuve, the
dispersion of the experimental points rarely amount-
ing to more than -+

It will also be apparent that for a given fluid the
distortion coefficients for assemblies having different
cylinder bores are very similar, the coefficient g
being normally in the region 4 % 10-7/bar. The normal
manufacturing tolerances on this type of assembly
seem to involve little variation in the distortion
coefficient, the values for a substantial group for the
same transmitting fluid having been found to vary by
only a f(wb e

A point of interest arises in connection with the
use of different fluids, when, as illustrated in Iig. 3,
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TFig. 3.
Distortion factors of a group of steel piston-cylinder assemblies of type a

some variation of the distortion coelficient may oceur.
It would scemt that these effeets must be conneeted
with differences in the functional form of the depen-
denee of the cocefficient of viscosity upon pressure
and its resulting influence on the pressure distribution
in the interspace between piston and eylinder. In the
discussion of the formal theory of the pressure balance
earlier in this paper the effect was examined of assum-
ing that the components of the radial displacements of
the surfaces of the piston and cylinder at a given
position due to the fluid pressure in the interspace
could be taken as proportional to the pressure at the
same position. Reasons were adduced that this assump-
tion was unlikely to be much in error in the case of the
piston, but was less secure in the case of the eylinder.
It is an immediate consequence of this assumption —
sce equation (2.6) — that the distortion factor is
independent of the actual pressure distribution in the
interspace, and should therefore be independent ot the
transmitting fluid. The experimental results thus
provide evidence that the assumption in question is

-1 part in 105. =
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( motent irely correet, at least for the usselg)livs of type

), and it will be the eylinder, the lateral dimensions
of which are not small compared with the length of the
working section of the bore, where the principal limita-
tion will arise. If the eylinders were appreciably longer
compared with their wall thickness, and the region of
attachment were located further away from the work-
ing portion, the dependence on the nature of the fluid
might well be reduced. Although the changes so far
observed are not very large, they are sufficient to
require that any standard calibration of a piston-
cylinder assembly intended for work of high aceuracy
must be associated with the particular ﬂuu used.

is an aspect of the pressurce balance on which h more data
would be- uaef‘[ e

b) Results of measwrements involving three materials
with discussion of errors

The three-material procedure has been carried out

for two pressure ranges — 3500 and 1200 bars —

Table 2. Results of three-material experiments

although the correction factor already discussed
should take account of this. Making usc of equations
(3.6) to (3.8) and introducing the actual numecrical
values of Lkps ..., it is easily shown that an crror of
x9 in the relevant ratio of elastic moduli (k) leads to
percentage errors in the three values, Ag, g and A of
the distortion factor, of about 3.3x, 1.4x and 0.9x
respectively. In this respect therefore, the direct
comparison using S and 7" and the indirect compari-
son, would be expected to show an appreciable advan-
tage over the direct comparison using S and . Con-
sulerm" now the errors associated with the correction
terms 0‘5 ... of equations (3.6) to (3.8), introduced to
allow for differences of Poisson’s ratio, some advantage
may lie with the direct comparison using S and 7" in
which the two Poisson’s ratios arc necarly equal, the
correction term in this case amounting to only about
294 of the total distortion factor.

The data of Tab. 2 are therefore scen to be con-
sistent with the assumptions that the main errors
involved arcassociated with
the values adopted for the

, clastic moduli, and that the
1 Distortion cocfficient: ratios of these are known

of steel assembly for castor oil ) 20
- PSS (bar—1) to the order of + 1 or 29,
olfcctivo range Tiveot Direct Inidivoot the corresponding distor-
area comparison | comparison comparison tion coefficients being con-
with bronze ! with tungsten B tained within a dxspmsmn
(bars) (A5) [ (%5) (A5) of about +49,.If, however,
—— i e P 0, e the two most ”favoural')'l’c
(0.322 (;n.\:‘leilppro.\'.) . e s e comparisons (g and Zg)
are selected, and the mean
0.02 in® 1200 3.90 % 40~7 4.10 x 107 4.05 % 107 taken, the final result is
(0428 o approx:) unlikely to be in error by
Mean results ‘ more than about 29%,. In
for above 4.0g x 1077 4.0; x 1077 4.0, x 1077 the practical application of
Crgen the results this procedure

employing assemblies of type a) — Fig. 2 — of nominal
areas 0.05 and 0.02 in? respectively, using castor oil
as the pressure transmitting fluid. The results of these
measurements are summarised in Tab. 2 in which are
shown the values of the distortion coefficients for the
stecl assemblies determined both by the direct and
indirect methods. Over the pressure range in question
the dependence of disrortion on pressure was closely
linear, with no appreriable hysteresis effects. The
actual coefficients given are best fits by least squares
to some four to six sets of data. It is worthy of note
that it has been verified by direct balancing that the
distortion coefficients of the two steel assemblies
concerned are actually equal to within 19,. The total
dispersion of the results is in the region + 49, but it
will be scen that there is evidence that the direet

" comparisons involving bronze (45) are subjeet to more

scatter than the remainder. This result is not sur-
prising since, from the point of view of the influence
of possible uncertainties in the elastic constants, this
comparison is in every way at a disadvantage relative
to the other two. Since the factor £ has here its smal-
lest value (= 1.44), and the comparison is with an
assembly having a larger distortion, the operative
factor in equation (3.6), viz (k — 1), is particularly
sensitive to an error in k. The fact that the Poisson’s
ratios are somewhat different is also not an advantage,

has been adopted.

¢) Extension to pressures of 6000 bars

The extension of the similarity method from 3000
to the region of 6000 bars has been carried out entirely
with assemblies of type b), of nominal area 0.005 in?
those of type a) being normally restricted to use below
3000 bars. The experimental value of the distortion
coefficient is 3.0, X 10~7/bar, and is thus appreciably
smaller than the figure for assemblies of type a)
averaging at about 4.04 X 10~7/bar.

The form of the type b) assemblies approximates
more closely to the “ideal” piston-cylinder combina-
tion. In considering the formal theory in Section 2 it
was noted that a very simple approximation to the
distortion factor could be derived on the assumption
that the radial displacements of the piston and cylin-
der surfaces at any position due to the fluid pressure
in the interspace are proportional to the pressure at
that position, and. the limitations of this assumption
were discussed. Inserting the appropriate numerical
values in equation (2.6) the distortion coefficient so
deduced, assuming a ratio of external to internal
cylinder diameter of 10:1, is about 2.9 10-7/bur.
The close approach of this figure to the experimental
value for the type b) assemblies certainly suggests
that the assumptions involved in the “naive” theory
are not greatly in error in this case. There are, how-
ever, some features of the actual cylinder, notably the

R S — 7 —

o o oo W T [ T




stresses on the end surfaces, which are not taken into
account in the caleulation so that the rather close
agreement observed in this particular instance may be
partly fortuitous.

The applieation of the similarity method deter-
mines the distortion coeflicients of the type a) and
tyvpe b) assemblies quite independently of one another.
NSinee the two types are found to have appreciably
different coefficients, a direct comparison, e. g. by
balaneing a steel assembly of type a) against one of
type b), is now able to provide an additional check of
the overall aceuracy of the procedure. The results of
experiments on these lines are shown in Fig. 4, which
compares the values of the distortion factors of a
type b) assembly derived in two independent ways:

i) by dircet application of the similarity method to
the type b) assembly, and

it) by comparison of the same type b) assembly
with assemblies of type a), the distortion factors of
which had  previously been  determined by direct
application of the similarity method.

It will be seen that the results obtained by the two
methods are practically indistinguishable; the actual
mean values of several determinations of the distor-

S 200 ‘ ; |
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Fig. 4. Distortion factor of assembly of type b determined by two methods

tion factor for the type b) assembly are 3.0, X 107
and 2.95 > 10~"/bar for procedures i) and ii) respec-
tively. This independent check thus supports the
estimates of accuracy put forward in the foregoing
section.
d) Practical applications

Once the effective arca of a pressure balance
assembly has been measured in absolute terms as a
function of pressure over a given range, it is possible
to calibrate almost any other assembly covering the
same range, and using the same pressure transmitting
fluid, by the process of direct balancing. In the course
of the present investigation a large number of indivi-
dual balances of different patterns have been cali-
brated, including many for other users. Balances
imvolving piston-cylinder assemblies of types a) and
h) — Fig. 2 — have already been discussed. These
show, [or a given fluid, fairly consistent. distortion
coclficients, typificdd by the values given above in
seetions <L b) and 4 ¢). In such cases, it may be suffi-
cient for many purposes to take an average figure as
typical ol assemblies ol a4 given pattern.

Another type ol balanee in common use, of which
a considerable number have been ealibrated, is that
employing a simple piston-cylinder assembly consist-
ing ol a bronze cylinder combined with a steel piston,
This type also exhibits [air consistency as regards
dependence of effective arca upon pressure, the distor-
tion coetficient being about 8 X 10-7/bar.

R. 8. Davsoy et ale: Developments in the Acenrate Measurement of High Pressures 63

Calibrations have also been made of @ number of
differential  piston-cylinder assemblies of the well
known form shown diagrammatically in Fig. 5. In
this type of assembly the actual effective arca is the
difference between the effective arcas of the two
constituent piston-cylinder combinations, the upper
combination being varied in diameter to suit the
desired pressure range. The considerations leading to
the approximate equation (2.6) may casily be extended
to include this differential type of assembly (c. g.
Zuoxovskrr 1960) and lead to the expectation of a
distortion coefficient in the region 3 to 4> 10-7/bar,
with a gradual decrease as the diameter of the upper
unit is reduced. lxperience at the National Physical
Laboratory so far has indicated, however. that this

i

To pressure
line~~___

-

_1To load

S S S carrier
gl 28 Sem

Fig. 5. Diagram of differential piston-cylinder assembly

type of assembly does not exhibit the kind of consist-
ency found in the case of the simple piston-cylinder
assemblies. In a group of ten such differential assem-
blies coefficients ranging from about zero to 11 x 10-7/
bar were found, with no indication of any regular
dependerice on the constituent piston diameters. This
may be due to the fact that in many cases the eflective
arca is the difference between two much larger arcas
so that the effect of any abnormality on the part of
cither of the constituent piston-cylinder combinations
may be considerably magnified. It could also be
associated in part with the difficulty of constructing
such assemblies with the two cylinders exactly coaxial.
Whatever the explanation, however, it scems that
cach assembly of this type requires individual cali-
bration and that the assignment of typical values of
the distortion cocfficient, or reliance on caleulated
values, would not be satistactory in this case.

5. The Flow Method
w) Principle of the method

The flow method was developed in order to pro-
vide an independent cheek of the changes of effective
area of a pressure balance assembly determined by
the similarvity method, by means which would be
independent of the considerations  on which  the
similarity method is based, but which would still
depend entirely on the properties of the assembly
itself without reference to other standards of pressure.
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The prineiple used is to introduce a deliberate and  and by direet integration, we have
accurately measurable initial change of effective area P
— by varying the diameter of one of the components _32_& ;‘_’j: dp (5.2)
of the agsembly — which is made to serve as a refe- 4o . T -
0

rence  quantity in terms of which the additional
changes of effective arca due to pressure may be
caleulated from measurements of other quantitics
which vary with the applied pressure.

The procedure used is actually only one of a class
of possible methods, of which others will be mentioned
below. In the form adopted the rates of flow of the
pressure-transmitting  {luid  through the interspace
hetween the piston and eylinder are measared, at a
series of applied pressures, using two alternative pistons
having an accurately known difference of daimeter. A
simple relation may then be developed connecting
the changes of cffective arca due to distortion with the
initial change due to the difterent piston diameter, and
the rates of flow corresponding to the two pistons.

Two other methods of the same general nature,
but not depending on flow measurement, were consi-
dered and some preliminary experiments carried out.
In the first case the quantity measured was the rate
of retardation of the rotation speed of the piston and
loading weights due to fluid friction in the clearance
between piston and eylinder, corresponding to the
two piston diameters. 1t was found, however, that the
contribution due to air friction on the rotating load
system was an important factor, and rather elaborate
measures would have been necessary to eliminate
this effect. In the second case the intention was to
compare the electrical capacitances of the piston-
cylinder assembly corresponding to the two piston
diameters. This method, on which so far only very
preliminary trials have been made, would very likely
repay further exploration, but a knowledge of the
pressure dependence of the dielectric constant of the
transmitting fluid would be required to complete the
reduction of the experimental data.

b) Theory of the flow method

The main problem in the theory of the method is
to establish a reasonably simple connection between
the measured rates of flow of the pressure transmitting
fluid and the corresponding changes of effective arca
at the same applied pressures.

To introduce the variation of effective area with
pressure we adopt the formal expression (2.5) of section
2 b, in which the only term dependent upon % is the

P
xntc-rrml — s hdp. The remaining variable term,

I (Ba = 1) /L, is a small part of the total, and it has
already been seen that the assumption on which the
derivation of this term is based is unlikely to lead to
appreciable error.

Denoting by @ the volume velocity of the fluid
through any section of the annular gap, and 4 (¥) the
coclticient of viscosity of the fluid at the axial dis-
tance @, it is easily shown that, under conditions of
viscous flow,

S et L (5.1)
Lar dv 7

* To avoid unnecessarily complicating the notation we
ignoro variations of the density of the fluid with pressure, as
thiese are very unimportant compared with the variations in
the coeflicient of viscosity.

In order to exhibit the direct relation between @ and
P
S‘hdp in a suitable form we may integrate equation

(5.1) by a different route, whence we obtain

- ok
3 | P Y o
(Z?%) =— [ hdp r/ [ (7] %’;) adp .  (5.3)
0 0

1
This equation shows that the factor relating % to
I)
[k(lp is a function only of the pressure distribution
0
in the interspace between piston and cylinder, and is
not explicitly dependent on A. This suggests the
P 1

possibility that [ (7] Z—L) . dp may not vary very much

for a moderate change in the initial diameter of the
piston.

Re-arranging equations (5.2) and (5.3), and writing
for brevity

1 r 1
(3@ E -~ dx\ 8
oA R
0
we have
P 1p

+
{hdp =4d; dp) ’ . (5.4)
J

o P

—1" [nap /([

0
The second of these equations provides the basis for
the calculation of the integral factor /, connecting
the required changes of effective area with the experi-
mentally determined rates of flow.

Before considering further the evaluation of the
integral [, it is convenient to convert the formal
equations connecting the changes of effective area
with the quantities y and / to a form suitable for
application to the experimental data. Proceeding
from equation (2.5) and using suffixes 1, 2 where
necessary to distinguish the two piston diameters,
and denoting by or the value of (r; — » ) we have

=1

2
FBo—1) + 2 s I dp |

0

5 ‘ hy (lp..]

whenco, ignoring terms of the second onlux‘ of small
quantities,

AP_l = '7”3[

Apg= nrg[i —i-—i,—? Bo—1)

r.v

or

"
Ap+Apg=2m7" ! 73‘(30""1)""—1'
P P
i i R :
+1T—P(} Ty dpy + [ By dpz):l,
0 0

and
p

Ap— Ap =271} [5: ( ‘ hydp, — ‘ hy dp,)}
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Transposing, and substituting », [, for \ hy dp, ete.
we obtain

-

- e or
(A gy i dpy )= [1 b8 - 1) = 7:‘

i
E (Ap, g — Apiy) —

s /“ i)
(ﬁ, 7+ 1

\ 1

Z 1

The right hand side of this equation is completely
determined by 7,/7,, the ratio of the cube roots of the
measured rates ol (low, and the vatio 7,//1,. The quan-
tity («dp,y — #p, ) occurring in the denominator of
the left hand side may be determined by direct balane-
ing of the two forms of the assembly against any third
reference assembly, and the quantity oz/r is established
by diametral measurements on the two pistons. The
small quantity 72 (3 o — 1)/ is known with sulficient
aceuracy from the elastic constants of the material.
Subject, therclore, to further examination of the
factor [1,/1, cquation (5.5) enables the quantity
(Ap,; + “Ap)2, i ¢. the mean of the effective arcas
ol the two forms of the assembly, to be determined,
as a function of the applied pressure, from the experi-
mental observations.

1t is evident that the term zr% - 0r/r occurring in the
denominator of the left hand side should be identical
with (d;,; — 4,,,) and this may be checked directly
from the experimental data. If, as may be the case,
the difference (dp,; — Ap, ,) is independent of pressure,
the denominator of the left hand side may be written
more simply as —(d,, ;—4,, 2)/2, but it cannot of
course be assumed a priori that this condition will
hold.

¢) Treatment of the integral *I’

In order to estimate the value of / some simpli-
fying assumptions must be introduced if the theory
is not to become unjustifiably complicated. From the
second of equations (5.4) it is clear that we can calcu-
late [ if we can express £ and 7 as functions only of p.
As regards /£, the justification for assuming that the
part of i(x) arising from distortion due to the pressure
in the interspace between the piston and cylinder may
be taken as proportional to the pressure p(x) at the
same position has already been discussed. Bearing in
mind that we are not really interested in the absolute
values of 7, and Z,, but only in their ratio, this assump-
tion is not likely to lead us far astray. As before, there
is an additional component of % arising from the
longitudinal thrust on the piston, which will be pro-
portional to the total applied pressure, 2. We therefore
write

le=H+vP 4+ up (5.6)
where u and » are constants,

The coctficient of viscosity at constant temperature
is certainly determined uniquely by the pressure and
there is considerable evidence available from published
measurements that the dependence may be represent-
ed reasonably closely by an exponential function, in
other words that we may write

9] = g e*Y (5.7)

where « is a constant and 7, is the value at zero (or
atmospherie) pressure. This relation has been found to
hold with fair accuracy for most oils of types likely to
be used in conjunction with pressure balances, although
it appears that there may be more pronounced depar-
tures in the case of some silicone fluids (BrIpGyax
1952; Amer. Soc. Mech. Engrs. 1953 ; Zovoryxi 1960).

The evaluation of 7 in terms of the constants in
equations (5.6) and (5.7) is now straightforward and,
writing for brevity

c= (I +vP)aju ,
we obtain
A 8
I=(n)®* PT I, .
where
I' = (a P)& (c i ‘lz’—)
jc“-{—t&cz-}—ﬁc-i-(i |
|—e P [(c+aP)+3(c+oaP)2+6(cH L) 6]
(5.8)

This quantity may conveniently be represented as a
family of graphs showing its dependence on (£ - » /)]
w P for a suitable range of values of o/’

In order to apply equation (5.8) the values of
(I[ 4+ vP)|ul and «P corresponding to the experi-
mental points are required. Denoting by pp the ratio
2s Lofzy I, at a given applied pressure P, and by p,
the extrapolated value of gp corresponding to zero
applied pressure, and using equation (5.6), we find
that b

_Hy+vP+uPJ2
CP=F ¥ vP+uPR’

whence, after some reduction, we obtain the equations
H1+vP=go—-’l<£_ ’1) 1 (5.9)

#P " go-ee\p . 2/ 2
and
H,+vP ()D—-’l(v 1) 1 "
= = — ] == 5.10
T I e VT s

We do not need to know the values of 4 and », but an
approximate figure for »/u isrequired. From the elemen-
tary theory leading to equation (2.6) we easily find

v[ju = — /2 (approx.)

whence we obtain, with sufficient accuracy, »ju =
—0.15. Initially, of course, we cannot actually use the
ratio y, I,/ I, since I,/I; has not yet been deter-
mined. In practice, therefore, we commence by using
simply the experimental ratio y,/y; to obtain a first
approximation to the correction factor, and then if
necessary proceed to a second approximation.

To derive the appropriate value of P we again
ignore initially the distinction between [, (£) and

1

I, (P), and denoting the quantity (y, — z,) P ° at
the applied pressure P by Ay (P), we obtain from
cquations (5.4) and (5.6)

Ay (P) = P¥ (H, — H)JL(P)

Il

 (Hy — Hy) (g T T (P)

whence, dividing the experimental value of Ay (P)
into the extrapolated value corresponding to zero
applied pressure, we have

Ay (0)|dy (P) = I'(P)|T'(0) .
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Making use of the values of (H + » P)fu P derived
above we are now able to determine the value of a P
which best fits the experimental data by simple in-
spection of graphs or tables of the function I'. In this
case, again, a second approximation may be derived
il necessary.

[Taving carried out the above procedures we are
now in a position to determine the values of 7; and
I,. and consequently the ratio 7,/7;, corresponding to
the actual experimental points, and then to calculate,
using equation (5.5) of the previous section, the
changes in the effective areas of the assemblies as a
function of the applied pressure.

d) Experimental method

The experimental procedures used in that part of
the flow method involving the direct comparison of
effective arcas by balaneing need no further considera-
tion as they are exactly the same as those previously
deseribed in section 3 . In the measurement. of the
rate of tlow of the pressurve balance fluid use is made
ol a very simple device. With the balance operating
on an otherwise leak-proof system the change in
volume of the contained fluid due to flow through the
interspace between the piston and cylinder is exactly
compensated by the gradual descent of the piston,
and therate of fall of the latter is thus directly propor-

Metrologin

series  of measurements. As a fully temperature-
controlled room was not available it was necessary to
determine a temperature coefficient in order that each
series of readings could be converted to a common
temperature, which was taken to be 20 °C'. In general
the apparatus and air temperatures were held to
within a few tenths of a degree during any one series.
In order to avoid extrancous friction, all the measure-
ments were made with the piston and associated load
in free rotation, the speed chosen being in the range

30 to 40 rev/min. In any group of measurcments at a / 4

given pressure readings were taken alternately for the
two directions of rotation, and the mean taken, to
ensure that any possible effects due to small helical
errors on the piston surface were eliminated.

The changes of effective arcas with pressure were
also measured, using the same pressure transmitting
fluid in cach case, by the similarity method. T'he results
of the measurements, and the comparison of the two
methods, are discussed in the next scetion.

G, Results of the Plow Method
w) Baperimental parameters and correction lerms
The wvarious parameters and correction terms
required in the derivation of the changes of effective
area as a function of pressurc are given in Tab. 3 f(or
the two assemblies concerned, together with the dis-

Table 3. Parameters and correction terms

| A"L‘;A"_@_ _ar :,A,ﬁ(ﬂi ~Ar @) Typical values of | } Distortion
s Mean ! % . correction term 4 | coefficient
Nominal : 0 9 ‘ Estimated i
area of (lxjfc_x“cnce calculated from  experimental (ff’\-- 1,/ |valueofw | (bar1)
assembly of piston difference of , value trap) (bar™1) | gl 1o
. diameters piston diameters | (parts in 10°) | | Pressure | L/l | Flow  Similarity
' (parts in 10%) | (bar) ‘ method 1 method
! i |
0.05in? | 5.45 x 10-5in | 21.6 L 24 1481 0 | 1000 132 x10-54.2, x'10‘7!4.33 x10-7
(0.322 em? |(13.8,, % 107% em) l(independcnt, i 140 1.002 ‘ ‘
approx.) ‘ of pressure) 280 1.005; | ‘, ’
\ 560 1.004" | !
| !
: r I \ ; [
0.02int | 275 x 10~%in | 17.5 175 =0)! 132 0 1.000 Y2.3 x 10734.0, x10-7/3.95 x10~7
(0.129 em® | (6.95 x 1075 cm) | decreasing | 250 1.001; |
approx.) | | smoothly to_ 500 1.003 | :
‘ 15-0(=1500) 1000 1.002 ;
| 1 1500 0.999 4

tional to the vate of low. All that is necessary therelove
is to time the deseent ol the piston over a constant
short distance, the measured time being inversely pro-
portional to the rate of flow. In practice this was car-
ried out by using an optical magnification system and
measuring the time of descent over a distance of the
order 1 mm by stopwatch, but if the method were to be
used at all extensively a more sophisticated procedure
coukd obviously be substituted, using, for example, a
photocleetric recording arrangement.

The wark has been carried out using two piston-
eylinder assemblies, of nominal effective arcas 0.05
and 0.02 in2, covering respectively pressure ranges up
to about 600 bars and 1500 bars. The transmitting
fluid uselvas m eacli case a mn
oils, Known commercially as Diata
tively.

“Sinee the coefficient of viscosity is markedly dopen-
dent on temperature precautions had to be taken to
ensure that the temperature of the piston-cylinder
assembly remained as constant as possible during a

and Talpa respec-

fure of two mineral ,

tortion coefficients determined by the flow and simi-
larity methods.

A good check ol the internal consistency of the
different measurements is provided by a comparison
of the figures in the third and fourth columns of the
Table from which it will be seen that the changes of
effective area at zero pressure, calculated from the
measured piston diameters, are in very close agreement
with the changes determined experimentally by direct
balancing. The correction terms /,//;, of which typical
values are given, nowhere differ from unity by as
much as 19, in the present range of experiments, but
owing to the form of the right hand side of equation
(5.5) they are just sufficiently significant to warrant
taking them into account. If the flow method were to
be extended to higher pressure ranges it is likely that
larger corrections would be involved, and these might
eventually limit the pressure range attainable with
reliability.

[t will be seen that somewhat different values of
the coefficient & were found in the two cases, This




probably avose from the fact that the transmitting
Huids, although nominally similar mixtures. were not
actually identiceal, as was apparent from differences
of viscosity.
b)) Comparison with the similarity method

The most important aspect of the flow method as
so far applied is its value as confirmation of the results
obtained by the similarity method. This comparison
18 shown, for the two cases considered, in Tab. 3 and
in Ifigs. 6 and 7. In cach case the same piston-cylinder
assembly. and the same transmitting fluid, were used
in the determinations by the two methods. Although

30 i Tt Do s |y

1 Nominal area 005in? (©0.322cm?)
{ o Flow method
|
|l

" « Simitarity melhod )
RN .
V& 20) 5

S .
Q ~ »

& £ /
g S

o

L

0 0o

a0 a0 Two s aw
Applied pressure (bars)
IMig. 6. Compavison of distortion factors determined by the similarity and
flow methods. Assembly of type a with mineral oil mixture A
the agreement is very close in both cases, the confir-
mation is especially important in the case illustrated
in Iig. 7 where the pressure, and the corresponding
distortion factors, cover the widest range. The flow
method confirms not only the value of the distortion
coefficient, with agreement to the order 2 or 39, in
7 Pt ' 1 ‘ 1
k Nominal area 002in* (0/29cm?

o Flow method
* Similarity method 2

g

(Parts in 10°)

_‘ll]_‘lr—‘[ rl
%

Increase in effective area
||11[1|)1|-||\1

1 | [ | 1
0 250 500 750 1000 1250
Applied pressure (bars)

Comparison of distortion factors determined by the similarity and
flow methods, Assembly of type a with mineral oil mixture B

L
1500 1750

Rig. 7.

both cases, but also the fact that the distortion term
is accurately representable as a linear function of the

-applied pressure. The flow method shows a slightly
inereased dispersion of the experimental points, which

is believed to be due to residual uncertainties in the
temperature of the assembly. It has been noted that
the correction terms 1o/, do not, dilfer greatly from
wnity. but it is found that the inclusion of this correc-
tion fictor gives a siall but definite improvement in
the agreement with the similarity method.

The results of these comparisons therefore support
the estimate of accuracy of the measured distortion
coctlivients already arrived at as a result of the discus-
sion in Seetion < b, viz. that these coefficients are de-
tormined to about 2Y%;. An error of this magnitude in
the distortion coellicient would imply an error of about
L part in 107 in the ceflective arca of the assembly at
1000 bars compared with its value at zero pressure, the
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error increasing in proportion to the applied pressure.

The very close agreement between the flow
method and the similarity method up to the region
of 1500 bars suggests that the flow method, or one ol
the other methods based on the same general prin-
ciple, may have useful applications in the further
extension of this work to higher pressures.
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